A NOW is the time to
collect and organize
your important tax

documents such as T-4,
T-5 and other T slips

along with
medical receipts,
travel, tuition fees, etc.

Personal Income Tax
Services

Starting March 1st regular hours are 10 am - 3 pm,
Monday to Friday at the McBee office
532 Main Street, McBride.
For more information or to book your appointment
call Bobby-Jo at 250-569-7319
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Serving BC'’s Friendliest Town and Area since 1996!!!

Fon the week of Wednesday, Marct 20%, 2024

HIGH COUNTRY RENTAL & REPAIR

4700 HWY 16 WEST
MCBRIDE, BC VOJ 2EO

TOLL FREE: 877.926.7099

JOIN U3 - 5AT. MAR. 23RD e 10:30AM SHARP
ON THE ALPINE PATIO FOR OUR

ANNUAL EASTER EGGITRAVAGANZA!
MOUNTAINVIEW BOUTIQUE & WELCOME HOME
(WITH THANKS TO THE ELES/ROYAL PURPLD)

GG HUNT (BY0B - BRING YOUR OWN BASKET), CRAFTS & MORE
SPECIAL APPEARANCE BY THE EASTER BUNNY!

WHATS FOR LUNCH?

WED. - LEERY POTATO 30UP & TOAST
THURS. - RED CURRY CHICKEN OVER RICE/NAAN

FRL - CHEESE PEROGIES W SMORIES/RRAUT

DONT MI33 OUT! CALL AHEAD TO RESERVE
TOR DINE-IN OR TARE OUT

WE WILL BE CLOSED MAR. 29TH THRU APR. 15T
FOR EASTER BREAK.

Monday - Saturday - 8:30am - 4 pm

Follow us on Facebook - fb.me/youarewelcomehome

Call us - 250-569-0215
0000000000000000000000000000000000

v
Welcome Home

GIFTs & MORE

FOREVER PRINTING
& SIGNS

Home of THE LITTLE MGBRIDE PAPER
*Signs eMagnetics ®Sandwich Boards
eVehicle Decals ®*Window Decals
*Business Cards ®Memorial Cards ®Posters ®Binding
*Address Labels eFull Color Laser Photo Copies
eInvitations ®Brochures ®Trophies ®Engraving ®T-shirts
for more information please contact
Scott or Susan at 250-569-3110,
email: contact@fpas.ca
website: www.fpas.ca

© ©

“The Friendly Little Truck!”

We rent nice Porta Potties tool! : )

Rohson Valley Septic

Dome Creek, McBride, Valemount, Blue River - 250-569-7812

ROBSON VALLEY
TELE PHARMACY
We are open Monday-Friday 9-5
Closed Saturday & Sunday
www.robsonvalleyidapharmacy.com

250-569-8811
#3 - 411 Main Street, McBride

Robson Valley IDA

Goodies

in stock!

Robson Valley IDA will be Closed
Friday, March 29 for Good Friday
and Monday, April | for Easter.

CHIMNEY CLEANING
Full Service Pipe & Stove

$100 plus $20.00 gas for there and back.
Phone: 250-968-4370

A BITTHE THINKER...

Last night my wife was
complaining that I never listen
to her...or something like that.

GOMING EYENTS

Logger's Bonspiel Dance Saturday, March 23, 2024, 9:00 p.m.
- 1:00 a.m., McBride Elks Hall. Come out and show everyone your
best dance moves to the local "Elks" DJ. Tickets are $15.00. There
will be a cash bar and designated driver(s) available. Tickets are
available at Welcome Home and Mountainview Boutique. They will
also be available at the door.

Trappers' Meeting, Monday, March 25, 10:30, Chuck & Kelly's
Shop, 6560 Pepper Pit Rd., Dunster. Will have some information
about buyer that will be in PG the weekend before. Call Kelly for
info: 250-968-4400.

GEDLEBRATION OF LIFE

The family will be celebrating James E. Harte’s life on Friday,
April 5, 2024 at the Evangelical Church, 1:30 pm. Dads favourite
meal was desserts/treats so please come share yours or have a treat
with us afterwards.

GHURGH GOMING EYENTS

ST. PATRICK'S CHURCH - You are invited to prepare for the
great Feast of Easter by celebrating the Holy Triduum (The Three
Days) at St. Patrick's Church. Holy Thursday (March 28) at
7:00p.m. Vigil of the Passion, Washing of Feet. Good Friday
(March 29) at 3:00p.m. The Passion of Christ, Veneration of the
Cross. Easter Vigil (March 30) at 8:00p.m. Celebration of Light,
Thanksgiving for Baptism. Easter Sunday (March 31) at 11a.m. The
Resurrection of the Lord.

Join us in Holy Week. Good Friday Walk, March 29, 10am at
McBride Anglican United Church, 459 Dominion Street and 3pm in-
person Good Friday service at Valemount Anglican United Church,
1175 - 7th Avenue. Easter Sunday, March 31, we will celebrate with
a sunrise service at 8am at the Marsh in Valemount and 10am in-
person service and potluck at Dunster Schoolhouse. All are welcome.
Rev. Kim at 250-968-4467.

OAPO NEWS

The McBride Old Age Pensioners Organization (OAPO) will be
holding a second workshop on Advance Care Planning on Wednesday,
March 20th from Ipm to 3pm at the common room of the
Beaverview Lodge in McBride. This workshop will include going
through the Ministry of Health booklet called "My Voice" which
give information and forms for advance planning for your health
care, representation agreements, wills, Power of Attorney, and other
issues that are best dealt with early. If you would like to attend we
advise you to get a copy of "My Voice" booklet" ahead of time so
you can look through it. They are available free at the Public Health
Office in McBride (next to the hospital) from Monday to Thursday
from 9am to noon, and 1pm to 4pm. At the workshop, will be the
Public Health Nurse Ashley Flavelle and the former Notary, Linda
Fry, to answer questions and explain your options. In this second
workshop, we will be filling out forms that you can take to your
Doctor and have it entered into your health records so medical staff
will know your wishes. A great workshop for all Seniors! For more
information call Pete Amyoony 250-968-4334 or e-mail
peteam@telus.net.

BIRTHDAY WISHES MAR. 20-26

Ryan Vizza, Kaitylyn Cayne, LeeAnna Taphorn, Nate Savarella,
Emili Robinson, Justine Thiel, Rachel Kent, Elra Ford, Mark Ondang,
Nico Bressette, Hailey Savarella, Kaycee McLennan, Alice Martin,
Carsten Hooker, Amanda Mercer, Elizabeth Trask, Peter Gredling,
and to any we have missed, Happy Birthday!

LIBRARY NEWS

One-to-one help - Provided by our Literacy Outreach Coordinator,
Cathy. Cathy can help with forms and other paperwork, or internet
queries, etc. Every second Wednesday morning, from 10:30am-
12pm: next one is on Wed., 20th March. Do you know someone
who would like to be read to? Not all books have been made into
audiobooks, but Cathy can read any favourites to interested adults
or children. Please call us for details or to set up an appointment.
Miniatures Painting Workshop - Next one is Sat.,, 23rd March,
1:30-3:30pm. Ages 10+. Please call to register: 250-569-2411.
D&D for Teens - Tues. 3:30-5pm. Ages 12-18. Please call for
details.
Sunshine Stories - Every Thurs. 10:30-11:00am. For 0-5s and
caregivers; songs, stories and fun! In partnership with Decoda
Literacy Solutions/Literacy Task Group.
Board Teens - Thurs. 3-5pm. A drop-in session for those ages
12-18 to enjoy some of the library's many board games. Have a
favourite game you like to play? Bring it along!
Book Clubs for Adults - We now have two monthly book
discussion clubs for adults, on Thursday afternoons. Call for details!
250-569-2411.
Weekly Adults' Programs - Fibre Artists Knit & Crochet Group
(Wed., 10am) - beginners welcome: in the library, and on-line too.
Writing Group (Fri., 1:30pm) - in the library. Call 250-569-2411 for
details of either program.
Winter Hours - Tues. 10-6, Wed. and Thurs. 10-5, Fri.
Sat. 1-5.
P T TR S S
Please contact The Little McBride Paper with all coming events,
news, trivia, comments, etc!! Phone: 250-569-3110, email:
contact@fpas.ca, P.O. Box 441, McBride, B.C. VOJ 2EO or drop off
at 455 King St. If we don’t know about it, we can’t inform the
public about it! And check out our website www.fpas.ca.

Scott & Susan (Oscar & Broom)
All articles and ads are not the expressed opinion of this paper or it's owners.

1-8 and

Take a Break ir McBride...B.G.s Frierdliest Town!!

LOCAL: 250.569.7099
SERVICE@QHIGHCOUNTRYREPAIR.CA

ATV | DIRT BIKE | SNOWMOBILE | LAWN & GARDEN

WWW.HIGHCOUNTRYREPAIR.CA

Sunday & Monday - 10 am -9 pm
Tuesday - CLOSED Wednesday - CLOSED
Thursday, Friday & Saturday - 10 am -9 pm
For after hours text Elliott at 250-569-7099

Equipment for Hire
M4 Constructnon

Gerald Moore
250-569-7147

Mini Excavator — Landing Clearing, Tight Spaces,
Water Lines, Hydro Lines, Septic Lines, Trenches

Skid Steer — Landscaping Leveling, Debris Removal

1-877-295-0655

www.monasheecommunications.ca
accounts@monasheecommunications.ca

/N

COMMUNICATIONS
WIRELESS INTERNET
McBride / Dunster / Tete Jaune / Valemount

D e
Cougél5‘50-5698—7.’3.08<:él b'nS

Daily, Weekly & Monthly Rates

1800 Samson Rd. McBride (bottom of Lucille mountain)
D & T INDUSTREES
250-569-7758 / 7050

[

_pistro

250-569-0133
Closed-Stat Holidays
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Spring has Sprung
Coffee is on
Hop on down to
the Beanery 2

Mon.-Fri. 6am-5pm, Sat.&Sun. 9am-5pm

A

REGIONAL DISTRICT

of Fraser-Fort George

Join our team

at Rohson Valley Recreation Centre

General Maintenance Worker |

e temporary, full time position from May
to August

* 40 hours per week on a rotating shift
schedule

For more details and to apply, visit
rdffg.bc/careers

Integris
Insurance Services

Rosemary L. Hruby, cais

250-569-2264
We are REALLY sad to announce that
after too many great years to mention
Mary Hooker will be retiring
at the end of March.
Please feel free to stop in over these

next two weeks and wish her well.
We will all really miss her!!!



McBride AG Foods

250-569-0140

HAMS & TURKEYS
available for Easter

March SUPER SAVER Booklet March 3-30, 2024
SENIOR'S DAY 65+
Every Wednesday - 10% Off

HOURS: Monday to Saturday: 6:30am to 6:30pm
Sunday: 9:00am to 5:00pm

FRESH FISH FRIDAYS

Gigglin’ Grizzlg Pub

C/oslhg Apri/ 7 for slor/}?g break

O en Thursclag, Fzriclag, Saturclay
P and Sundag from ‘i':OOPrn‘

Dine in or take out.

250-569-0101

Alaina Chapman RMT

Registered Massage Therapist
Mondag, Wednesday & Thursday

Ph: 250-566-1040 1o book an appointment

THE HAIR SHOPPE
. 7178-258-0343

side entrance
Meraki Builders

Construction and Renovations
250 569 7885 (Mitch) 250 569 4109 (Brenden)

. 0 @
Delivering Fuel @ Eour Rivers
East to McBride & .
Valemount Co-operative

Commercial, Farm & Personal

Visit our Gas Bar in Prince George!
6749 Westgate Avenue - Tel: 250.964.2697

Prince George:
Tel: 250.564.3488
TF: 866.309.2667
Fax: 250.564.3433

7

Valemount Cardlock: | McBride Cardlock:
TF: 866.309.2667 TF: 866.309.2667
Must have a Class 1, 2 or 4.
For more information or questions call
AND
TOWING
FOR SALE.
and Valemount. Terms and Equipment
W@ Corporation of the Village of McBride
% CLOSED ***
Meeting held Monday, March 4, 2024, the Village
the Public Works Department will continue with normal

1500 - 9th Avenue 2130 Zeidler Road

8 Hour shiits, includes Afternoon
250-569-7600
Full fleet of light and heavy duty trucks.

negotiable. Serious inquiries only.

Thursday, March 28, 2024

Office will be closed for the purpose of records

operations on March 28, 2024.

Valemount BC McBride BC
Driving locally transporting CN crews.
and Graveyard Shiits.
MECHANIC
Thriving Towing and Recovery Business
ICBC approved compounds in both McBride
Call Joe 250-569-7298
.| The Village Office
As per Council’s approval at the Special Council
management and document storage. Please note that
Village Contact Information: 250-569-2229 | mcbride@mcbride.ca

McBride & District
N PUBLIC LIBRARY

McBride, BC VO0J 2EO0

250-569-2411

521 Main Street
WINTER HOURS

Tuesday 10-6
Wednesday and Thursday 10-5
Friday 1-8
Saturday 1-5

library @ mcbridebc.org

EDLKS/ROYADL PURPLE NEWS

ELKS AND ROYAL PURPLE NEEDS YOUR HELP FOR
PIONEER DAYS! We are planning Pioneer Days for May 31 -
June 2 this year. Already we have a few events that are scheduled.
If you would like to host an event or volunteer at an event e.g..
concession, bar shifts at dance, face painting, kids games etc., it
makes the weekend run more smoothly. We are also looking for any
musicians wanting to play in the park. If you would like to do a
shift in the bar (must have Serving It Right Certificate) or if you
could just put in a shift to help at the dance it would be greatly
appreciated. If you can help in any way, please contact Kathy
Molendyk at 250-569-7201. If you are interested in helping in the
Concession, please call Heather Zahn through Facebook Messenger
and if interested in working a shift at the dance bar call Tanya
Phillips at 250-569-7788.

MGBRIDE THRIFT STORE

First off a Big "Thank You" to everyone, who have supported us
again this year. We have received some very beautiful clothing, and
brand NEW. Have also received some from parts of BC and Alberta.
We will be having 1/2 price sales on clothing ONLY on Friday,
March 22. We will be Closed the last week of March 25 - March
30, to put out our spring clothing. We will open again on Tuesday,
April 2. -McBride Ang. United Church

RYGS NEWS

MONs Family Place Drop-In is on Mondays from 9am-noon at
RVCS (942 3rd Ave., McBride). Join for connection with other
families, parenting resources and fun for you and your 0-6 year old
children. Registration is not required unless otherwise stated. For
more information call 1-844-324-2004 or email: events@rvcsbc.org.
Mar. 25 Decorate Easter eggs and April Fool’s Day craft. Apr. 1
Statutory Holiday: No Drop In. Apr. 8 Decorating cookies at RVCS.
Apr. 15 Play at Steve Kolida Park. Apr. 22 Sensory play at RVCS.
Apr. 29 Play at Steve Kolida Park.

TUES Soup and Bun is happening on Mar. 26, 11:30am-1:30pm
at RVCS (942 3rd Ave., McBride). Come in out of the cold to enjoy
a warm bowl of soup (by donation) with friends. This month's
delicious soup is made by Bev McLennan - thank you! Contact 250-
569-2266 / events@rvcsbe.org for more info.

Ongoing McBride Events: MON through THURs, McBride
RVCS (942 3rd Ave.) has a FREE FOOD PANTRY that’s
available to all! Emergency top-up food is accessible to our clients,
Family Place Drop In program and anyone who walks through the
door. We share and accept donated foods that are safe and fresh for
use, this project is made possible thanks to grant funding from
United Way of BC, and the residents of the Robson Valley! Contact
RVCS at 1-844-324-2004 or email foodsecurity@rvcsbe.org. The
local Food Bank is also available: 250-569-3186.

BUY, SEbDb, RENT & MISG.

For Sale-Open Offers-89 Chev 4x4 long box, needs motor, rebuilt,
transmission & trans case. 95 Chev 4x4 350 crate motor, 10,000k.
1951 international W6 farm tractor. 55 horse power Chrysler Outboard
motor for a boat, rebuilt. Utility trailer 6x9. Cement Mixer. 1965
John Deer vintage lawn tractor, Tractor snowblower attachment. 4
15" chrome beauty ring & centers, GMC as new. Older snowblower
Model 70's duel blade. Phone 1-250-968-4370 Andre or 1-236-594-
2154 (cell) Brian. Call any timeeeFor Sale-Lengths of new, dark
green soffit, j-trim, facia cladding and drip edge. Call for amounts
and pricing. 1 steel, black painted headache rack for early model
ford. 4x8 box. Good shape well built. $350. 250-569-7504¢sFor
Sale-2004 Kawasaki. KLX 400 Enduro. Road Legal Dirt Bike,
lightly used. New tires $4100 call or text #250-589-7032esFor
Sale-Dining table, wood veneer w/rounded corners & one 18" leaf,
table 5' long, 3'6" wide $100; Standing lamp, black metal stand 5'6"
high w/1 ceiling lamp & 1 flexible lamp $50. Call Katharine 250-
569-7364+FOR SALE: Ikea Norddal bunkbeds w foam mattresses,
fitted sheets, pillows & cases $250; Cuisinart AirFryer Toaster Oven
$50. Call Katharine 250-569-7364eeFor sale:Two bedroom, two
bath home with shop and firewood storage shed. Basement. Across
from the elementary school in McBride. Call 250-569-7504¢For
Sale: Dining room cabinet with glass shelves and doors. Asking
$395.00. Contact 250-569-4094.esFor Sale-Stihl and Husky chain
saws, a good selection of bars and chains to get ready for firewood
season. Phone Warren Ph: 250-569-7469.

GHURGH NEWS N’ THINGS

McBride Evangelical Free Church on First Avenue at Lonsdale
Street. Sunday worship at 10:30am. Phone 250-569-2378. *Anglican
United Church - Downtown Thrift Store on Dominion Street
is open Tuesdays & Fridays from 1 to 3pm. Clothes and Household
Goods*Sunday worship services at McBride Anglican United
Church are held at 10am for in-person worship (vaccinations not
required.) All are welcome; we welcome all ages, all genders and
sexual orientation, all races, all abilities, all are beloved members of
God's family. We usually celebrate Communion the 3rd Sunday of
each month. Minister Kim's phone 250-968-4467+Seventh-day
Adventist Church, Lamming Pit Rd. Saturday mornings. Sabbath
School 9:20 to 10:45 Music, Mission and Small-group Bible Study,
6 age groups Cradle Roll to Senior. Worship Service 10:45 to 12:15.
Everyone welcome.*Adventist Community Service (Dorcas)
Open Tuesdays 1-3pm. contact numbers 250-569-2479 Terri, 250-
569-2527 Esther.sFoodbank contact number is 250-569-3186.eSt.
Patrick’s Catholic Church 2nd & 4th Sunday - Mass 11:00. All
other Sundays - layled Celebration of the Word. Ph: 250-569-2606.
*Mountain Chapel (POAC) at Third and Main St. McBride
Services Sundays at 1lam. Everyone Welcome. Ministers phone
250-569-0291.

All our trains are back! Drop by McBride Station for more information!
VIA Rail Schedule viarail.ca Phone:1-888-842-7245
Going West, Train #5 - Sundays, Wednesdays, Fridays...2:44pm
Going East, Train #6 Mondays, Thursdays, Saturdays...12:18pm
Dome car included! Baggage car - bikes, caged pets, kayaks (fees apply).

Important Phone Numbers
EMERGENCY Gov’t Serv. BC .250-569-3760
R.CM.P........ 250-569-2255 Village .......ccovennee 250-569-2229
Hospital 250-569-2251 Reg’l Dist’...... 1-800-667-1959
Health Unit ........ 250-569-2251 RV Comm. Srv. 250-569-2266
K to 7 School .. 250-569-2721 Food Bank.......... 250-569-3186
High School ...... 250-569-2295 Fire Hall ............. 250-569-3117

The Little McBride Paper 250-569-3110

BC BUS...844-564-7494 Report Forest Fires - 1-800-663-5555
Inquiry B.C.-1-800-663-7867 - For Toll Free Calling to Provincial Numbers ...
Dial this Number Ist and ask operator to connect you to provincial department.

T ARSI Take a Break ir McBride...B.G.s Frierdliest Towr!!

WHISTLE STOP GALLERY

250-569-8891

Did you know that most of the public art you see in
McBride has been sponsored and created by
Whistle Stop Gallery artists?

We have over 100 local artists and crafters showing
their work in the Gallery and working to make the
Robson Valley beautiful.

Visit the Gallery and see how our artists and artisans
are helping build community through culture!

Open 10am to 5pm daily in the train station

BRKH Custom Woodworks Ltd.

Quality Millwork. @ 894 1st Ave, McBride

. V-Joint

o’“w M”’"’oh Flooring
Douglas Fir o £ Decking
Cedar B R K H S4S
Spruce Ship!ap
Birch Custom Woodworks Ltd. 31(({1]]F1111g
Pine usFom
Work

\\i/ Channel
Siding

www.brkh.ca

admin@brkh.ca

250-569-3175

RO Y
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Board and Tape
@I @robsonvalleydrywallservices

778-201-7114

If two former rivals,
the United States and the Vatican join forces,
what could be the results?
Contact Bible Truth.
Phone 250-569-7077. Box 185, McBride. B.C.

7] 7N
VALLEY MUSEUM & ARCHIVES

Over 100 years of telephones
on display!

Posts & Party Lines ~

a journey through 20th century
telecommunications.

FREE ADMISSION!

Open 11-4pm Every Tuesday to Friday

Please check out
our website for
this week’s
Door Specials and
Fun Friday Treats!!

www.unclemarks.ca

Open @ Uncle Mark’s
Late /\3 Specialty Mlarket
Fri da_ys A Local & Organic Grocery Store & More!! (&)
Until Jerky, Sausage, Produce, Baking, Dairy, Bulk Goods
7.00 926 - 1st Ave, Mcbride (250) 569-3003

Open Mon to Thursday 10 -5 & Fri to 7pm

LICENSED

AUTOMOTIVE
& DIESEL MECHANIC

MONDAY to FRIDAY 8:30am - 4:30pm
SATURDAY & SUNDAY - CLOSED

HORSESHOE LAKE VENTURES
WL 377 Main Street McBride, B.C.

& 950-569-0075

STIHL Spring Sale
on Now!

¢Feed and Farm Supplies <Dog and Cat Food
« Full Hydraulic Hose and Fitting Supply
¢ Agricultural Parts/Repair «Automotive Parts/Accessories

Horseshoe Lake



Robert Prosper Balcaen
Obituary

Robert (Bob) Prosper Balcaen passed away peacefully on February 19th, 2024, after a very
brief illness. Bob was born January 6th, 1941, at Grace Hospital in Vancouver. He was
predeceased by his parents, Rose and Buster (Prosper) Balcaen, granddaughter Chantelle
Robinson, and his life-long friend Darryl Pleasants. He is survived by his wife of almost 63
years Hazel, children Ward, Lee, Corrine, Margaret Robinson (Rodney), Lisette Doucette
(Martin), grandchildren John and Diana Balcaen, Josie and Kim Robinson, Charlotte and
Natasha Dickerson, Oscar Doucette and great-grandson Macklan, brothers Bill (Sharon),
Keith, Maurice (Gail) and Danny (Diane), sisters Bonnie Siddals (Larry) and Brenda Bond
(Rick), cousin David, as well as numerous nieces and nephews.

Bob grew up in McBride, B.C., where his parents had returned to after World War II. A fter
graduating from high school, he worked briefly as a firefighter in Prince George before
joining the Royal Canadian Air Force, where he served as a radar technician and electronics
instructor during the Cold War. While in the Air Force, Bob was posted in Quebec,
Mississippi, Ontario, Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba, but it was during basic training
in St. Jean, Quebec, where Bob met Hazel, the love of his life. They married while stationed
in CFB Clinton, in a Quonset hut used as a Catholic Church on base. After nine years in the
Air Force, they returned to McBride to raise their family.

In 1968, Bob started his electronics business from their front porch and in 1969, he opened Balcaen Electronics next door to Balcaen Clothiers inside
Gieger’s Movie Theatre. He later built a storefront at 411 Main Street, which became the family’s cornerstone as Hazel and the children worked there
too. Eventually, Balcaen Electronics sold appliances to almost every family in McBride. With attention to detail, Bob also stocked every part
imaginable. His forward thinking was instrumental in bringing the first television signal to the Robson Valley in the 1970s.

An extremely proud resident of McBride, Bob did whatever he could to make it a better place for everyone. Bob welcomed anyone who walked into
his life, accepting each person at face value. Everyone got the “benefit of the doubt” that they were honest and sincere. He put everyone at ease,
and always asked, “How can I help?” He became a role model to numerous relatives, friends and “extra children”, even a few tradespeople. Bob was
always available to provide counsel and advice, he loved this Valley and everyone in it.

Bob served several terms as alderman, as well as councilor on the Regional District of Fraser Fort George. He proudly served the Royal Canadian
Legion, Branch #75 for 56 years, often acting as president, vice-president, director and bingo caller! Bob found many ways to ensure that the next
generation would have strong memories of the Valley, such as donating his vans for Pioneer days, school sports events and theatre productions,
and speaking at schools on Remembrance Day.

His booming voice announced almost every event in McBride, whether driving through the community announcing pancake breakfasts for Pioneer
Days, MC-ing skating events, or calling the Legion bingo from his Grumman when COVID-19 took bingo to the streets.

One of Bob’s many passions included traveling in the motorhome with Hazel, visiting friends and family throughout Western Canada, and also
sitting by the fire in his shop discussing current events, “BS-ing” the night away telling stories and jokes.

Bob was highly independent and self-reliant and driven by a well-honed moral compass. He lived life on his own terms. His priorities were clear:
family and community. He was tremendously proud of his family, and often sang the praises of his wife, children and grandchildren. Bob made sure
no child or grandchild ever went without. For the past ten years, Bob devoted himself to caring for Hazel as she adjusted to life with health
challenges. Bob accepted it all, ensuring he did all that he could to help those he loved.

These words fall short in describing the profound loss felt by family and many friends. Flowers are respectfully declined. However, donations to the
Royal Canadian Legion, Branch #75 or the McBride and District Hospital Auxiliary in Bob’s honour are greatly appreciated. The Family expresses
deep gratitude for the compassion, kindness and professional care Bob received during his brief stay at McBride Hospital. We are forever grateful.

The Balcaen family would like to thank their many friends and neighbours who checked in on Bob and Hazel during their stays in hospital and were
there for us on many fronts. Thank you to Dennis and Irene Rejman, Donna Perkins and Andy Werner for supporting us with the gift of time, meals,

goodies, kindness and generosity through both our parents’ illnesses.

We would also like to thank those who helped Bob and Hazel live safely and comfortably in their home. Thank you Olivia Vizza, Valerie Watson, Andy
Carr, Cindy Kelly, as well as Shayne, Sarah and Parker McCrea.

A McBride community barbecue will be held as a celebration of Bob’s life on May 18th, 2024, at a location to be announced at a later date.



WORLD WATER DAY
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Enter For A Chance To

Win $50

Easter Prize Package
In-Store

IMcBride TGP
m Grocery Store
211 Main Street 250-569-2525

The Grocery People

It's our Easter Colouring Contest

Name:

Age:___ Contact Ph#:

The personal information that you provide to us is being collected and used to administer the Contest. TGP respects your
privacy and will administer the personal information that you provide to it by way of this Contest entry in accordance with

its privacy policies and related practices. Completing and signing the lines below is your consent for the use of your child’s
personal information to enter the Contest administered by Federated Co-operatives Limited.

Parent's Name Parent's Signature Date



